Flat and depressed lesions of the colorectum.
Although flat and depressed-type lesions are found by regular endoscopic view, magnification and pit pattern observation are vital parts of a precise diagnosis of the lesion. The depressed-type lesions have a prominent tendency to show malignant character, and the recognition and timely treatment of this lesion is inevitable in improving the morbidity and mortality from colorectal cancer. A magnifying colonoscope has the capability of a regular colonoscope with an additional feature: magnification. With chromoscopic techniques, the surface pattern of the mucosal pits can be observed. The pit-pattern classification correlates well with actual histologic findings and provides important additional information before endoscopic treatment of the lesion.